
	

	

 
 

 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
December 2, 2018 

Eleven o’clock 



	

1	
	

  WORSHIP  
 

Preparation for Worship 

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, 
    send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. 
We, who have so much to do, seek quiet spaces  
    to hear your voice each day. 
We, who are anxious over many things, 

      look forward to your coming among us. 
We, who are blessed in so many ways, 
    long for the complete joy of your kingdom…. 
We are your people, walking in darkness 
    yet seeking the light. 
To you we say, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  Amen.  ~ Mark Neilsen 

 

Prelude     Come, Savior of the Nations (BWV 659) 
    J. S. Bach 
    Lawrence P. Schreiber 
 

Introit     Savior of the Nations 
    Chancel Choir 

 

*Processional Hymn 2  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
   

*Call to Worship and Welcome Julie Pennington-Russell 
     (based on Psalm 25 and Luke 21) 
 

 One: Righteous one, to you alone we lift our souls. 
 All: In you alone we place our trust. 
 One: For you alone we wait all day long. 
 All: For you abound in mercy and steadfast love. 
 One: Help us remain alert and watchful for the coming of your  
  promised one, who comes with power and glory. 
 All: The one drawing near to bring our salvation. Amen. 
 

Lighting the Candle of Hope  The Adigun Family 

 Hope, hope, hope. The light of Christ is hope. 
 In all our darkness Christ is shining, 
 Leading upward, faith refining. 
 Hope, hope, hope. The light of Christ is hope.  
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*Passing the Peace of Christ    
 One: The peace of Christ be always with you! 
 All: And also with you. 
 

*Hymn  Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming
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The First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 Didier Ahimera 
   (Common English Bible; Pew Bible: Old Testament, page 738) 

 
The Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Alexandria Lovelace 

(CEB; Pew Bible: New Testament, page 204) 
 
Anthem     Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes 

Mark Sirett 
 Thou shalt know Him when He comes, not by any din of drums, 
 Nor manners, nor airs, nor by anything He wears. 

 

 Thou shalt know Him when He comes, not by crown or by gown, 
 But His coming known shall be, thy holy harmony which His coming  
 makes in thee.  Thou shalt know Him when He comes.  Amen 
 
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer Alyssa Aldape 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy  
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  
 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead  
 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and  
 the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
 

 Offertory   Nun Komm 
Dietrich Buxtehude 

 

 *Doxology  
 

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
       Praise Christ, all people here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 
 
*Gospel Reading: Luke 21:25-36  Charlie Fuller 

(CEB; Pew Bible: New Testament, page 85) 
 

 *Gloria Patri 
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
 as it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be, world 
 without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
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Message  Love in Four Acts: The Finale 
Pastor Julie 

 We keep a moment of silence in which 
 Holy Spirit may continue to speak. 
 

Celebration of Communion 
 The Bread Pastor Julie 
 The Cup  Pastor Alyssa 

 

 One:  Remembering the birth of the child in the stable,  
  we remember also his life, his death and his resurrection 
  as we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

 
 All: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again! 

 

 Today we receive the Lord’s Supper by the dipping of the bread into the cup. 
 Deacons and pastors will serve at the front and middle of the sanctuary. Please  
 come by the center aisle and return to your seat by the side aisle.  If you’d like to  
 partake at your seat, a deacon will bring the elements to you as you lift your hand. 
       
 Communion Hymn  Jesus, at Your Holy Table 
  On Communion Sundays we receive a love offering for those in our church, 
  community and world in need of assistance. As we sing the communion  
  hymn, ushers will pass offering plates among the congregation.  

 

 Jesus, at your holy table, may our hearts united be, 
 Bind us with your grace and presence that redeem and set us free. 
 Crucify our pride and hatred, light the path on which we walk, 
 Teach us how to love each other, in the way that You have taught. 

 

 Christ remind us of your passion, of your precious life outpoured, 
 Of the love which none can fathom, and our victory evermore. 
 Bread of heaven, wine of promise, feed us with your holy Word. 
 Nourish us with your strong presence, risen Savior, only Lord. 

 

 Lift your hearts and raise your voices, celebrate this wondrous love. 
 Join the chorus with all Christians, and with saints who live above. 
 Silent lips now sing with gladness, blinded eyes are filled with sight, 
 Jesus’ love has pierced our darkness, brought us home to peace and light. 
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Bread for the Journey: Blessing the Ordoveza Family  Pastor Julie 
 
*Benediction   
   
*Recessional Hymn 1  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 
*The Sending: 
 One: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God!  
 
*Postlude   Wachet Auf 
    Daniel E. Gawthrop 
    Kevin Biggins and Lon Schreiber 

     
*Please stand, as able, or rise in the Spirit 
 
 
 
 

  CONTRIBUTING TO WORSHIP TODAY 
 

The pianist today is Cindy Fuller. 
 
The flowers on the altar are given in honor of Charles Prichard and Kelly Magee-
Prichard’s 15th wedding anniversary. 
 
The Advent Banners:  
Each Sunday during Advent we add a new symbol of this sacred season. 

Hope is a budding plant, a reflection of God’s constant creativity and renewal.  
After winter comes the promise of spring and new growth. In Christ is our 
promise of new life. Our five Advent Banners are based on designs by Alice 
Lewis of Asheville, NC and Jac Whatley, and fabricated by Kathy Whatley.   

 
The cover art for the weekly Advent worship guide is provided by FBC artist, Ernest 
Stone. 

 

The Deacon On-Call this week is Wilma Prince (202-882-2313). 
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Weekly Support Groups at FBCDC 
These groups meet weekly at First Baptist: AA, SLAA and NA. For days and times, see 
our website under “Connect.” 
 
Garage Parking on Sunday     
On Sundays you may access our garage through the breezeway, mid-way on O Street. 
Once inside the garage you may access our building through doors on the first two 
levels. Just press the button and our security-concierge will buzz you in. Valet service 
provided by Unipark. 
 
 

“Church Speak” 
Our worship contains words and phrases,  

traditions and practices, which may be unfamiliar to many.  
In this spot each week, we highlight one of these. 

 

Advent 
The Christian year, sometimes called the liturgical year, is a centuries-old way of 
marking time for Christ-followers in the global church. The beginning of the Christian 
year is Advent, the four-week season leading up to Christmas Day. “Advent” means "the 
coming." Advent is about remembering that God came to be with us once, and God is 
still with us, and God is coming again to set all things right. Advent invites us to resist 
the fever of a commercialized Christmas by taking hold of the simple joy of opening our 
lives to Jesus. At First Baptist, we suspend committee meetings and other “business” 
during Advent, allowing us to focus on worship, acts of compassion, and nurturing 
relationships with one another and with our neighbors. 
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH	
 
  
 
For the week beginning Sunday, December 2, 2018 
Welcome!  We’re glad you’re here to worship with us the God of resurrection and 
new beginnings.  If you are new to First Baptist, we’d love to know that you were 
here.  Please fill out a welcome card (located in front of you in the pew), and put it in 
the offering plate, or give your card to one of our greeters or pastors.  And join us 
after worship for our potluck lunch in the Fellowship Hall! 
 

Today 
 Small Groups/Bible Study for all ages (9:30 and 9:45 am) 
 Chancel Choir rehearsal (10:00 am in Room 312—Choir Suite) 
 Worship at 11 am 
 First Sunday Potluck lunch in Fellowship Hall (after worship) 
 Facility Improvement Team Town Hall #1 (Fellowship Hall) 
 Worship in Spanish at 2 pm with Rev. Saúl García (Dawson Room, 1st floor of the Ed. 

Bldg.) 

Tuesday 
 Education for Ministry (6:15 pm, Conference Room) 

Wednesday 
 Caring Christmas  

o Sort items for N St Shelter and write cards to our homebound folk (6:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall) 

o Dinner at The Commissary Restaurant (1443 P St., NW):  RSVP to Pastor 
Alyssa 

Saturday 
 Building open 11 am to 3 pm 
 FBC Basketball (noon - 2pm in basement gym) – all welcome! 

 

  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Worship Bags for Children & Preschoolers… 
…are available to pick up in the narthex every Sunday before worship. Guests: we have a 
bag for your child, too!  
 

Today: Potluck Lunch Followed by “Town Hall” Conversation  
All are invited to our First Sunday Potluck lunch today! Afterwards, we’ll engage in a 
conversation led by members of our Facilities Improvement Team (FIT), based on the 
recent church-wide questionnaire about our facilities and mission. Can’t stay? There’s 
another opportunity next Saturday (Dec. 8) at 10am in Fellowship Hall. 
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Online Advent Daily Devotional: Following the Star 
Advent invites us to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ and the moment-by-
moment presence of God. We recommend the well-produced, daily online devotional, 
Following the Star (followingthestar.org), produced by our friends at Passport Youth 
Camps, Inc. 
 

Christmas Offering for Global Missions 
We can help change the world through the love of Jesus Christ by supporting global 
mission efforts. Give a Christmas gift for missions through The World Mission Offering 
of the American Baptist Churches, U.S.A., and/or the Offering for Global Missions of the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. Offering envelopes are in every pew.  
 

Donate Items for Women’s Shelter through This Wednesday  
For the last 45 years, N Street Village has served as a community of empowerment for 
women experiencing homelessness. List of supplies:  deodorant (full + travel-size), 
women’s underwear (sizes 11-14, new), full-size body wash, new and gently used 
sneakers (size 8-12), washcloths (new), bath towels (new), cough drops (sugar-free), 
Poise pads, maxi pads (extra-long with wings). There are 3 drop off bins at the church: 
Narthex, O Street Lobby, & 2nd floor, outside the library.  Join us this Wednesday 
evening, Dec. 5, as we sort and organize the donations. 
 

 
 

61st Annual Candlelight Carols Next Sunday 
December 9 @ 4pm 
Capture the joy of the season with a beloved First Baptist tradition featuring the choirs 
and instrumentalists of The First Baptist Church and The Runnymede Singers. An 
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offering will be collected on behalf of Christ House, a residential medical facility in D.C. 
for people experiencing homelessness. Bring a friend! 
 

 
 
Blue Christmas: A Service of Comfort and Hope 
Wednesday, December 12 @ 7pm (Sanctuary) 
Dinner afterwards at Bua Thai on P Street (RSVP to Pastor Alyssa) 
Our service will include a personal reflection on grief, and words of hope by Pastor Julie. 
We conclude the service by lighting candles in memory of people who have died, and/or 
in acknowledgment of other kinds of grief we carry. Consider inviting and accompanying 
someone you know who needs some hope and comfort. 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service—Dec. 24 @ 4pm  
Join us for this beautiful hour of worship featuring special elements for children, a 
reading of the Christmas story, the music of organ and choir, and a Christmas Eve 
meditation by Pastor Julie. We’ll conclude the service with the lighting of congregational 
candles. 
 
Commitment Campaign Underway through December 
Only 8 more pledges needed to meet our goal of 60 
A total of 52 individuals and families have turned in commitment cards for a total 
$253,100, with 13 commitments representing a first-time pledge. We are well on our way 
toward our congregational goal of 60 commitments and $330,000. You may pledge 
through our website, or with a pledge card (available in the narthex and office area).  
 
Christmas Love Offering for FBC Staff   
The congregation is invited to contribute to a Christmas Love Offering for our staff. You 
may give your gift through our website or by check or cash placed in an envelope and 
put in the offering plate any Sunday between now and December 30 (please note "For 
Staff Love Offering"). Or give your gift to Life Deacons Ellen Parkhurst or Steve Netcott. 
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