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“Every member engaged in ministry…” 

Staff Meeting 
Wed. Dinner (fr ied chicken) and  
      Book Study (see page 3) 
Bible Study and Prayer in Spanish in  
 the Dawson Rm., Rev. Saúl García  
 teaching 

Wednesday, May 11 

 11:00 
  6:00 
 
 

  7:00 

Building open 
FBC Basketball 
Worship: Mosaic/Side Chapel 
  

Church School for all ages 
Choir Rehearsal/Room 312  
Worship 
Sermon:  Choosing Life 
   Text:  John 14:8-17      
   Pastor Julie preaching 
FBC’s Annual Meeting and the  
 Annual Meeting of The FBC’s  
 Foundation, Inc., lunch provided 
Worship in Spanish: The Church of  
 the Good News of Salvation,  
 Rev. Saúl Garciá preaching;  
 (Dawson Room on the first floor 
  of the Ed. Bldg.) 
 

9:30 
10:00 
11:00 

 
 
 

12:00 
 
 

2:00 

Sunday, May 15 

Saturday, May 14 

  11-6            
12:00 
  5:00 

Deacon on Call:  Jean Bell, 703-525-6664 

Recent Additions 
 

 

To our prayer list: 
 

Glenn Bratcher 
Libby Cain 
Ramona Michels 
Will Short 
Ki Johnson, grandson of Laval Sanks 
 

Among Friends 
 
These days are a flurry of activity: meetings, sermon writing, worship 
and event planning, coffees, lunches, house-hunting. I love them all. And 
it’s easy to make that little argument in my head that activity is the point 
and productivity is the goal. Thank God for the Holy Spirit who comes to 
put a kibosh on that nonsense and breathes a deeper, healing truth: By 
grace you are saved. Not by your calendar or your Fitbit or your “To 
Do” list. Saving is all God’s idea—it’s God’s gift from start to finish. I 
invite you today, as I invite myself, to lean into the Center, our Savior. I 
invite you to remember again that the point is God, which is to say the 
point is Love. 
 
Please pray for me next week as I attend and preach at the Festival of 
Homiletics in Atlanta. I’m especially glad that some of the musicians 
from First Baptist Church of Decatur’s alternative service will play at the 
worship service in which I’ll be preaching on Tuesday morning. The 
leader of that worship band is Parker Ebling-Artz who was Sam Hill’s 
college roommate! I look forward to reuniting with friends from around 
the country. I’ll fly to Atlanta this Sunday evening and return to DC on 
Thursday night, May 19. You can read about the Festival at 
www.festivalofhomiletics.com.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Finally, I’m happy to introduce to you Brittany Graves, a student at Bay-
lor’s Truett Baptist Theological Seminary in Waco, TX. Brittany will be 
doing her supervised mentoring with us for ten weeks beginning May 
23rd. Many thanks to Ellen Parkhurst who is opening her home to Britta-
ny while she is here. Brittany’s bio is on page 3.  
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Season of Prayer Verse: John 14:15-17 
 
If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to 
be with you forever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him.  You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 
  

Read -  Reflect - Respond -  Rest - Remain 

Your Deacon “on call” for this week 
 
This week’s deacon on call is Ellen Parkhurst.  If you have prayer requests this week, you can reach Ellen at 703-683-1273.  

By the Numbers 

FBC Annual Meeting—May 15 
Officer/Committee Nominations Announced 

 
The First Baptist Church annual congregational meeting is this Sunday.  Join us for this informative, fun (that’s right, 
fun!) gathering after worship on May 15.  Lunch will be served. Newcomers welcome. The Nominating Committee’s 
slate of officers and committee members can be found in the Narthex and on the literature table on the 2nd floor of the 
Education Building.  

 
Food Fight! May 13-15  

(The Battle to Fight Hunger)  
 
An estimated 6,200 children die daily from hunger-related issues. Help join the battle 
against hunger by donating a few hours at FoodFight 2016, May 13-15, at the Dulles Expo 
Center. It will take thousands of volunteers to pack 5 million meals. Visit 
www.2016FoodFight.com to sign up—and/or talk to Ken Ellison, the FBCDC contact per-
son. 

            136:   Worshipers on Saturday evening and Sunday morning, May 7-8  
              57:   Adults, youth and children who gathered on Sunday, May 8, for  

Bible study, conversation and friendship 
          7,298:  Number of houseless residents in the District 
        >5,400:  Sandwiches prepared for Martha’s Table by FBC in 2015 
 >1,000,000:  Meals served by Martha’s Table in 2015 
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New Book Study on Wednesday Nights  
  
We continue Wednesday activities with our discussion of Church Refugees: Why People Are 
DONE with Church but Not Their Faith, by Josh Packard and Ashleigh Hope, led by Pastor Julie 
and other FBC folk.  Join us for dinner at 6:00 (please make a reservation for the meal by contact-
ing Administrator D’O Dillard ddillard@firstbaptistdc.org or 202-387-2206 x245; cost: $8; reser-
vations accepted until noon on the Tuesday before the meeting) and the book discussion at 7:00, 
both in Fellowship Hall.  If you wish to participate, you may purchase the book on amazon.com.  

    All in Fellowship Hall at 7 p.m. 
    Wednesday Night Conversations (7-week discussion, April 13 - May 25) 
   
 May 11 
 “Meaningful Ministry and Moral Prescription” - Brad and Linda Livingstone, facilitators 
 
 May 18 
 “Being the Church No One Wants to Leave” - Paul Clark, facilitator 
 
 May 25 
 “Church for the Dechurched” - Julie Pennington-Russell, facilitator 

     Join Us At the Global Leadership Summit this Summer 
 
Thurs-Fri, August 11-12, Columbia Baptist Church, Falls Church, VA. Every church needs gifted, equipped leaders. 
Pastor Julie invites you to join her at the Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit. Cost: $149. Special offer: If you 
sign up with Pastor Julie by May 23, First Baptist will cover $109 of the $149 registration fee. Cost to you: $40. 

Meet Our Summer Intern! 
My name is Brittany Graves. I am a Texas native, born and raised in Austin, TX. I 
have lived in Waco, TX for the past eight years, where I received a BBA in Business 
Management at Baylor University. I currently attend Baylor’s Seminary, George W. 
Truett Theological Seminary, and have one more year to complete before earning a 
Master of Divinity in Missions and World Christianity. It has brought me great joy to 
continue my education in seminary, while pursuing and cultivating an unexpected call 
that only God could give. I desire to be a lifelong learner of the passions and calling 
God has enlivened within me. I am passionate about the church, the homeless, and 
diverse cultures. I feel called to pastor a multi-ethnic, externally focused church, and 
FBC Washington DC seems like the perfect place to continue my studies in mentoring 
to develop my sense of call. I am elated to mentor under your beloved pastor, Pastor 
Julie, and learn from you all at FBC, Washington DC. I cannot wait to meet you. It 
will be a great summer serving alongside you! I am practically always smiling, so feel 
free to smile back and say hello.  
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Calling Adult Basketball Players!  
 
FBC will host a 3-on-3 charity basketball tournament on Saturday, May 21, from noon-4pm in our gym. Proceeds will 
support Fundación Aventura, a foundation started by missionary Brian McArthur to address unmet social and spiritual 
needs of disadvantaged youngsters in Bolivia. You can learn more about this creative program at http://cten.org/
brianmcarthur.  A donation of $20 per player is requested but if you can't play, your donation can sponsor players who 
can't make a donation of their own.  Your support will provide very deserving youngsters’ traditional sports, and out-
door adventure sports activities they would not otherwise have available. Along with others from the DC community, I 
(Dustin Chin) will be traveling to Bolivia later this summer to participate personally in the program and very much 
hope to take your generous gifts with us. To get tickets, be placed on a team, or if you have any questions, please con-
tact me at dchin35@gmail.com. 

Altar Flowers for 2016 
 

Please sign up to provide altar flowers honoring or memorializing important people in 
your life. Cost of flowers is $70.00 for the two large altar arrangements.  The sign-up 
book is just outside the church office (2nd floor of the Education building). Questions? 
Call Shirley McBeath at 301-929-9261. 

Attention  
Graduating Seniors 

 
Graduates will be recognized on Sun-
day, May 22.  We are happy to cele-
brate this achievement with you. 

Steven Netcott to be Recognized  
by the Smithsonian on May 17   

 
Congratulations to Steve Netcott who joins an elite group of Smithsonian employees in being 
recognized as an Unsung Hero. The Smithsonian recognizes 20 individuals every three years 
from among all Smithsonian museums, science centers, collections centers and gardens. Recip-
ients of the Unsung Hero award are individuals with “an overall attitude and set of achieve-
ments that reflects the best aspects of what the Smithsonian and its employees strive to be.” 
The 2016 award ceremony takes place on May 17 at 9:30 a.m. at the National Museum of the 
American Indian; it is not open to the public. 

 
 

Sandwich Making for Martha’s Table 
on May 18 

 
Sandwiches will be made on Wednesday, May 18, at 5 p.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall, followed by the 6 p.m. dinner and our 7 p.m. pro-
gram. For more information regarding the Sandwich Making out-
reach, call the Church Office at 202-387-2206, extension 251 or 
email Jean Weber at jweber@firstbaptistdc.org. 
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Summer Small Groups are … 

    Just Around the Corner   
 

Don’t you just love summer? Even for the working masses, somehow the pace of 
life feels different during the summer months. At First Baptist, summer offers extra 
opportunities to connect with each other in casual, fun ways through Summer Small 
Groups.   

Do you have a hobby, passion or interest that you’d like to share or explore with 
others? Here’s how Summer Small Groups work: 

- The goal is connection, care and fun.  

- Groups can meet for a one-time event or for a series of gatherings, depend-
ing on the topic.  They can meet at the church (any time/day when the 
church is open) OR at other locations convenient for the group.  

- Anyone may suggest a group topic, event or series of gatherings. Past sum-
mers have involved fishing, book discussions, a social media tutorial, wine 
tasting, contemplative prayer, etc.  

- Consider developing and facilitating a small group yourself or with a 
friend. This is a lay-led initiative!  

Please send suggestions to Julie Pascu, Christian Education Committee leader:   
juliepascu@starpower.net. Deadline for suggestions is June 1. 

Thank you... 
 
We are so grateful for the members and friends of First Baptist who supported our benefit for the Greentree Adolescent 
Program (GAP) of the National Center for Children and Families at Toby's Dinner Theatre this past Sunday evening. 
Fifteen purchased tickets and thoroughly enjoyed the dinner and musical Peter Pan. In addition, many members made 
very generous donations totaling  $1255 (the greatest level of giving of any of the participating churches).  The profit 
from ticket sales and donations will enable  our Board to make a gift of $4,000 to the GAP summer program. We are so 
grateful for your concern for these deserving young people served by the NCCF.  
       Bonnie Jorgensen 
       Liz Porter  
       FBC's Representatives to the Board of Church Reps, NCCF 

Interment of Hazel Whitehead 
 
The remains of Hazel Whitehead will be placed beside those of her husband Leonard in 
Arlington National Cemetery on Monday, May 23, 2016, at 1 p.m.  Cemetery personnel 
advise all who plan to attend to meet at the Cemetery Administration Building at least 
thirty minutes prior to the time of the service.  Final details will be received from the 
Chaplain next week.  Watch the Update and bulletin for these updates.    
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Scenes from Sunday... 

   

 
 
 
 

Lectionary Readings  
for  

Sunday, May 15, 2016 
Pentecost 

 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Acts 2:1-18 
Psalm 104 

John 14:8-17 

CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Julie Pennington-Russell, Pastor, jpr@firstbaptistdc.org 
Deborah Cochran, Associate Pastor, dcochran@firstbaptistdc.org 
Lawrence P. Schreiber, Organist-Choirmaster, lschreiber@firstbaptistdc.org 
D’Oniece Shaw Dillard, Church Administrator, ddillard@firstbaptistdc.org 
Jean Weber, Administrative Assistant, jweber@firstbaptistdc.org 
Stephen Hunter, Building Engineer, shunter@firstbaptistdc.org 
Tim Pennington-Russell, Comm. & IT Support, tpr@firstbaptistdc.org  
Carolyn B-Roebuck, CDC Director, croebuck@firstbaptistdc.org 
 

 
 

1328 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC  20036 
Phone:  202-387-2206    

office@firstbaptistdc.org   
www.firstbaptistdc.org  

TUESDAY, May 17 
 6:15    Education for Ministry (EfM)/Conference Room 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, May 18 
11:00   Staff Meeting/Conference Room 
  5:00   Sandwich Making for Martha’s Table in  
  Fellowship Hall 
  6:00   Dinner  
  7:00   Program: Book Study—Church Refugees  
  7:00   Bible Study & Prayer/Rev. Saúl Garciá/Dawson Rm. 
 
 
SATURDAY, May 21 
11:00 - 6:00  Building Open 
12:00   FBC Basketball/Gym 
  5:00   Mosaic Worship/Side Chapel 
  
 
SUNDAY, May 22 
  9:30   Church School for all ages 
10:00   Choir Rehearsal/Room 312 
11:00   Worship 
 Pastor Julie preaching 
12:00    Newcomer Reception/Parlor 
  2:00   The Church of the Good News of Salvation,  
 Rev. Saúl Garciá (Spanish Language) Room 214 
 

“First Deacons’ meeting of the new church year.” 

Thank you to Harry 
Haynesworth for 
planting the beauti-
ful flowers around 
the church. 
 
Also, thank you to 
Ed and Mary Lou 
Fry for providing the 
geraniums. 

The Children’s Choir 
rehearsal. 

Pastor Julie with 
Didier Ahimera, 
one of the read-
ers, prior to the 
service.  Christi 
Harlan, not pic-
tured, was also a 
reader. 


